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MEMA OFFERS HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS TIPS FOR ISABEL

Framingham, MA - As it becomes more apparent that the Commonwealth could be impacted by Hurricane Isabel, later this week, the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) is offering personal preparedness tips for the citizens of the Commonwealth. 

 “Every family should have a basic supply kit that could be used for any emergency,” states MEMA Director Stephen J. McGrail. “We should keep certain items around the house in the event of a hurricane or other severe weather. A portable radio, flashlight, extra batteries, and extra food and water are all essential to help your family weather the storm. Additionally, there are several steps we can all take to help make our homes more storm resistant. Early preparation is the key.”

Every household should have a supply of canned goods and other non-perishable foods that do not need cooking, along with bottled water, extra prescription medication, and extra food and supplies for infants and pets. A manual can opener and a basic first aid kit are also essential.

“You should also call your local authorities to find out where emergency shelters are located in your community,” said McGrail. “It is important to know where your local shelter or evacuation routes are before any emergency situation occurs.”

MEMA also urges homeowners to protect their property from strong winds and heavy rains that hurricanes or tropical storms can produce.  Also, mariners should who planned on taking their boats out of the water for the fall season, should consider getting them out this week in anticipation the Isabel.

Here are some examples of how to protect your property:

· Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed. Remove diseased or damaged tree limbs that could be blown down during a storm.

· Clear clogged rain gutters. Hurricanes/tropical storms often bring heavy rain. Providing clear drainage will help prevent misdirected flooding.

· Make sure storage sheds or other outbuildings are securely anchored, either to a permanent foundation or with straps and ground anchors.

· Make a list of outdoor items to bring inside in case of a storm. A list will help you remember anything that can be broken or picked up by strong winds.

· Make temporary plywood covers to protect windows and sliding doors. Drill holes for screws or lag bolts in each cover and around each window. Use a numbering or lettering system that shows which cover goes with which window. Store the mounting screws or lag bolts with the covers in a place where they are readily accessible.

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) is the state agency responsible for coordinating federal, state and local resources to protect the public during disasters and emergencies. MEMA helps develop plans for effective response to all hazards, trains emergency personnel, provides information to families and communities, and assists in recovery from disaster losses. You can learn about MEMA and Hurricanes by visiting the MEMA homepage at www.mass.gov/mema.

(Suggested Hurricane Supply List is attached)
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